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About the existence of God
1. What objections does Aquinas think some people may have to the ideas of God's existence?
People's objection to God may be based on the idea that God is not demonstrable. God is an idea of faith that cannot be demonstrated hence He cannot be demonstrated. Other people argue that because God is infinite, his actions should not be finite as the effects have to be proportional to the cause. 
2. What does he offer as proof against such objections? Summarize one of them in your own words. 
One of the proofs he gives on the existence of God is on the efficient cause. There is likely to be a chain of causes which promotes the existence of actions. Tracking back the events, even the first cause could not have influenced itself hence God has to be the first efficient cause. 
3. In its basic form, scholasticism was a method of logical inquiry and exposition. In what ways do both the content of this excerpt and its organization, notably Aquinas's use of objections and proofs, reflect these characteristics. 
Scholasticism includes a philosophical method that draws conclusions from questioning the existence of nature. Aquinas questions various natural conditions such as the chain of causes in drawing conclusions about why God must exist. 
Letters and Poems 
1. How does Hadewijch use gender imagery and language to express her feelings?
The writer uses gender imagery in explaining her feelings to God. As she uses the term lover to describe God, she expresses her feelings of total love towards Him. Referring to him as a lover shows a close relationship where mutual love is shared. 
2. How would you describe Hadewijch's relationship with God and God's relationship with her?
The relationship between God and Hadewijch is basically formed through love. The writer believes no one existing at the same time as she has more love for God than her. Her greatest show of love to God is through obeying His law and God blesses her with a hundredfold
3. What might have concerned some members of Hadewijch's community and some of her church authorities about her writings, as well as those of other female mystics? How did Hadewijch's approach challenge some of the accepted ways of thinking? 
The major concern in Hadewijch's writing is about the nature of her relationship with God. Although the community and religion may teach about the supremacy of God and the need to respect him, Hadewijch's writing depicts a close humanlike relationship between her and God. She describes her love with God as a relationship established through interactions with Him. 
4. How does Hadewijch reflect the religious and cultural change of her time?
Religious beliefs and faith in God were not well-grounded during Hadewijch's time. However, faith started growing inactions of people as their actions started to bear fruits. 

Dante Alighieri
1. What transgressions are the people in Dante's second circle of hell committed? 
One of the souls judged in the hell is the empress of many tongues judged for embracing lechery and justifying it. Another one is judged for breaking her vow of love and also Cleopatra who had caused numerous years of evil. Others are also judged for being controlled by love and slewed by it.
2. What attitudes does Dante express towards those in Hell?
Dante expresses the feeling of pity towards those in hell. "The one at my side was weeping; my pity".  He also expresses sorrow to the individuals by asking them how love led them to those kinds of desires.
3. Dante's often portrayed as a "medieval" rather than a "renaissance" poet. Why? What connections do you see in this poetry with the intellectual culture and Christian world view of the time?
Dante's writings depict his interest in ancient life and philosophy with an interest in basic ideas such as culture and religion. His writing depicts an interest in Christianity and judgment day. He believes every soul will be accountable for its actions with rewarding of the good souls and tormenting of the evil ones. 
